Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Garden Grove Community Meeting Center

Founders Room

11300 Stanford Ave. 

Garden Grove, CA 92840
Friday, September 10, 2010
7:30am

AGENDA

Presiding: 
Dr. Les Malo, 2009-2010 GAC Chair
Welcome and Introductions

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
· Recent Action
· Chamber Prepares For November 2010 Statewide Ballot Measures
Staff Report

Agenda Items

1. Approval of August 2010 Minutes






ACTION
2. November 2010 Statewide Ballot Measures





ACTION

· Proposition 26: Legislative Vote Requirement for State Levies and Charges

3. Governor’s Budget Reform Proposal






ACTION
4. Current Legislative Positions






INFORMATION
Reports From Elected Officials’ Representatives

· Congressional Members Rohrabacher, Royce, and Sanchez

· State Senators Harmon and Correa

· Assembly Members Silva, Van Tran and Solorio

· OC Supervisor Nguyen

· City of Garden Grove

Announcements
· Next Month’s Meeting: September 10, 2010
Adjourn

CHAIR’S REPORT
Government Affairs Committee
September 10, 2010
Recent Action
September 2010 | Chamber Releases Positions On the November 2, 2010 Statewide Ballot Measures: Calls on Business Community to Take Action!
The Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce has released its positions on the November 2010 Statewide Ballot Measures. The Chamber has spent the summer months reviewing each measure and the impacts on the Garden Grove business community. 

2010 marks an important year for the Garden Grove business community and the chamber urges each member to take action on each measure in November.

The following Propositions will be on the November 2, 2010 statewide ballot:

Proposition 19: Legalization and Taxation of Marijuana

Proposition 19 allows people 21 years old or older to possess, cultivate, or transport marijuana for personal use while permitting local governments to regulate and tax production and sale of marijuana. Furthermore, prohibits people from possessing marijuana on school grounds, using it in public, smoking it while minors are present, or providing it to anyone under 21 years old and maintains current prohibitions against driving while impaired.

Garden Grove Chamber Position: 
NO
Proposition 20: Voters FIRST Act for Congress

The Proposition 20 extends the responsibilities of the Citizens Redistricting Commission (Commission) and gives the Commission the authority to draw the boundaries for the United States Congressional Districts.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
YES

Proposition 21: Annual Vehicle License Surcharge to Fund State Parks

Proposition 21 establishes an $18 annual state vehicle license surcharge and grants free admission to all state parks to surcharged vehicles and requires deposit of surcharge revenue in a new trust fund. The trust funds would be used solely to operate, maintain and repair the state park system, and to protect wildlife and natural resources. The Proposition exempts commercial vehicles, trailers and trailer coaches from the surcharge and requires annual independent audit and review by citizens’ oversight committee.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
NO

Proposition 22: Local Taxpayers, Public Safety, and Transportation Act

This Proposition would prohibit the State from taking, borrowing or redirecting local taxpayer funds dedicated to public safety, emergency response and other vital local government services. Furthermore, the act would protect vital, dedicated transportation and public transit funds from state raids. 

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
YES

Proposition 23: Suspension of AB 32

Also known as the California Jobs Initiative, Proposition 23 would delay the operation and implementation of AB 32 until California’s unemployment rate returns to the levels that existed at the time of its adoption, 5.5% or less, for four consecutive calendar quarters.  

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
YES

Proposition 24: Repeal of Corporate Tax Breaks

Proposition 24 would repeal several corporate tax reforms that are slated to go into effect in 2010 and 2012. The corporate tax reforms were approved by the Legislature and signed into law by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in February 2009 as part of the budget agreement.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
NO

Proposition 25: Legislative Vote Requirement for Passage of State Budget

The Proposition changes the legislative vote requirement necessary to pass the state budget from two-thirds to a simple majority. Furthermore, it provides that if the Legislature fails to pass a budget bill by June 15, all members of the Legislature will permanently forfeit any reimbursement for salary and expenses for every day until the day the Legislature passes a budget bill.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
NO
Proposition 26: Legislative Vote Requirement for State Levies and Charges

Proposition 26 increases legislative vote requirement to two-thirds for state levies and charges, with limited exceptions, and for certain taxes currently subject to majority vote. This Proposition changes the State Constitution to require voters to approve, either by two-thirds or majority, local levies and charges with limited exceptions.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
To be determined
Proposition 27: Elimination State Commission on Redistricting

Proposition 27 eliminates 14-member redistricting commission (created by Proposition 11, 2008) selected from applicant pool picked by government auditors and consolidates authority for establishing state Assembly, Senate, and Board of Equalization district boundaries with elected state representatives responsible for drawing congressional districts.

Garden Grove Chamber Position:
NO
Log on to www.GardenGroveAdvocacy.biz for more information and the current issues being tracked by the Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce.
ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 1

Government Affairs Committee

September 10, 2010

Approval of August 2010 Minutes

GARDEN GROVE CHAMBER’S

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

August 13, 2010 MEETING MINUTES

Committee Members Present:  Joe Hammer, Karen Todak, Harry Krebs, Dr. Les Malo, Charles Mitchell, Sharon Sunda, Sandy Thomas, Jennifer Gonzalez, Larry Valenti

Staff:
Connie Margolin, Jeremy Harris, 
Guests:  Maria Stipe, Dave Barisic, Susie Oien, Eduardo Lerma, Dave Everett

Absent:  Errol Giuliano, Larry Dick, Mallory Vega, Maggie Wells, 

Call to Order and Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance, and self-introductions followed. 

Dr. Les Malo called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. Jeremy Harris moved to accept the minutes of the July 9th meeting, Larry Valenti seconded the motion, Harry Krebs abstained, motion passed.

Chair Report

Dr. Malo reviewed the Propositions 18 through 27; the following Propositions were discussed at our July meeting and positions were taken:

· Prop 18 Clean Water Supply Act was deleted from the ballot

· Prop 20 Voters First Act – SUPPORT

· Prop 22 Local Taxpayers, Public Safety Act –  SUPPORT

· Prop 23 CA Jobs Initiative - SUPPORT

· Prop 24 Repeal of Corporate Tax Breaks – OPPOSE

· Prop 27 Elimination State Commission on Redistricting – OPPOSE

Agenda Items

The following Propositions were discussed at the August GAC meeting; positions were taken.

Prop 19 Legalization & Taxation of Marijuana – Mrs. Thomas moved to oppose, Mrs. Todak seconded the motion, motion carried. OPPOSE
Prop 21 Annual Vehicle License Surcharge – Mr. Krebs moved to oppose, Mr. Hammer seconded the motion, motion carried.  OPPOSE

Prop 25 Requirements for Passage of State Budget. Mr. Krebs moved to oppose, Mr. Mitchell seconded the motion, motion carried. OPPOSE

Prop 26 Requirements for State Levies & Charges. Decision was made to table GAC’s position until the September 10 GAC meeting.

Mr. Harris reported on AB1998 (Brownley) Solid Waste: Single Use Carryout Bags. AB1998 prohibits retailers from providing single-use bags to customers and authorizes retailers to provide reusable bags that meet specified standards to customers. The Committee felt that AB1998 creates extra costs to implement the proposed law.  Also, AB1998 may create a competitive disadvantage for small businesses by allowing large stores to utilize their buying power when negotiating a lower price to carry the mandated recycled bags.  Mr. Krebs moved to oppose AB1998, Mr. Mitchell seconded the motion, motion carried.

SB1304 Employment Leave and Benefits.  This bill would require private employers to permit employees to take paid leaves of absence, similar to those currently available to public employees, for purposes of organ and bone marrow donations, and prohibits retaliation against employees who take this leave.  During discussion it was emphasized that GAC is not opposed to the donation of organs but they are opposed to this bill stating that government should let employee leave rules be determined by negotiations between the employer and the employee, not the law.  Mr. Krebs moved to oppose SB1304, Mr. Hammer seconded the motion, motion carried.

Dr. Malo received information from Mrs. Margolin on the impending tax hikes on dividends and capital gains that will occur in the absence of Congressional action.

Automatic tax increases which are set to take effect in January 2011 would cause the maximum capital gains rate to increase as much as 33 percent and the dividend tax rate for some taxpayers to climb as much as 164 percent.  This would have a devastating effect on the financial well-being of seniors, inhibit economic recovery across all sectors and discourage capital formation and investment, which drive economic growth. 

 To encourage Congress to take action and maintain the current 15 percent maximum tax rates on both dividends and capital gains. With members of Congress back in their districts for the August recess, we have a unique opportunity to influence them about this important issue.  Mrs. Sunda moved to ask Congress to take action and maintain the current 15 percent maximum tax rates on both dividends and capital gains, Mr. Krebs seconded the motion, motion carried.  GAC will encourage Mr. Royce and Ms. Sanchez to take action.

Reports from Elected Official’s Representatives:

Dave Everett, representing Assemblyman Van Tran, stated that he felt the budget would not be signed until November.  He passed out Trans Tidbits which had articles about the Assemblyman’s recent O.C. Jobs Summit and Hearing on June 25th.  It was a great success.

Maria Stipe, representing the City of Garden Grove, reported that there would be a community meeting on August 25th to discuss the water park hotel.  The Buy in Garden Grove campaign will be reprised in a couple of weeks.  She asked the Chamber to send out blasts regarding these programs.  She also reminded the Committee that the Farmer’s Market would open on Sunday, August 15th.

Mrs. Margolin reminded the attendees that on August 24th the Chamber would be hosting a luncheon to explain what the new Health Reform package means to small business people.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:58; next meeting is September 10th

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 2

Government Affairs Committee

September 10, 2010

November 2010 Statewide Ballot Measures
Presentation by

Jeremy Madison Harris

Director of Government Affairs
Proposition 26: Legislative Vote Requirement for State Levies and Charges 

Recommended Position


Tabled at the August GAC meeting pending information from the City of Garden Grove.

Summary

1. Proposition 26, if passed, means the definition of taxes would be broadened to include many payments currently considered to be fees or charges. As a result, more state and local proposals to increase revenues would require approval by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature or by local voters.

Background

2. Proposition 26 would result in more state and local proposals that increase revenues would require approval by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature or by local voters.

3. Currently, state and local governments impose a variety of taxes, fees, and charges on individuals and businesses. 

4. Taxes – such as income, sales, and property taxes – are typically used to pay for general public services such as education, prisons, health, and social services. Fees and charges, by comparison, typically pay for a particular service or program benefitting individuals or businesses. 

5. Three broad categories of fees and charges exist to include:

a. User fees – such as state park entrance fees and garbage fees, where the user pays for the cost of a specific service or program. 

b. Regulatory fees – such as fees on restaurants to pay for health inspections and fees on the purchase of beverage containers to support recycling programs. Regulatory fees pay for programs that place requirements on the activities of businesses or people to achieve particular public goals or help offset the public or environmental impact of certain activities.

c. Property charges – such as charges imposed on property developers to improve roads leading to new subdivisions and assessments that pay for improvements and services that benefit the property owner.

Major Provisions of Proposition 26 (As provided by the Legislative Analyst Office)

	

	· Expands the Scope of What Is a State or Local Tax

	· Classifies as taxes some fees and charges that government currently may impose with a majority vote.

· As a result, more state revenue proposals would require approval by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature and more local revenue proposals would require local voter approval.

	· Raises the Approval Requirement for Some State Revenue Proposals

	· Requires a two-thirds vote of each house of the Legislature to approve laws that increase taxes on any taxpayer, even if the law’s overall fiscal effect does not increase state revenues.

	· Repeals Recently Passed, Conflicting State Laws

	· Repeals recent state laws that conflict with this measure, unless they are approved again by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature. Repeal becomes effective in November 2011.


6. As stated, Proposition 26 broadens the definition of a state or local tax to include many payments currently considered to be fees or charges. 

7. As a result, the measure would have the effect of increasing the number of revenue proposals subject to the higher approval (The two-thirds requirement).

8. Generally, the types of fees and charges that would become taxes under the measure are ones that government imposes to address health, environmental, or other societal or economic concerns. 

9. Some regulatory fees could be considered taxes, in part or in whole, under the measure because these fees pay for many services that benefit the public broadly, rather than providing services directly to the fee payer. 

10. The state currently uses these types of regulatory fees to pay for most of its environmental programs.

11. Certain other fees and charges also could be considered to be taxes under the measure.

12. For example, some business assessments could be considered to be taxes because government uses the assessment revenues to improve shopping districts (such as providing parking, street lighting, increased security, and marketing), rather than providing a direct and distinct service to the business owner.

13. Furthermore, the change in the definition of taxes would not affect most user fees, property development charges, and property assessments. 

14. This is because these fees and charges generally comply with Proposition 26’s requirements already, or are exempt from its provisions and most other fees or charges in existence at the time of the November 2, 2010 election would not be affected unless:

a. The state or local government later increases or extends the fees or charges. (In this case, the state or local government would have to comply with the approval requirements of Proposition 26.)

b. The fees or charges were created or increased by a state law—passed between January 1, 2010 and November 2, 1010—that conflicts with Proposition 26.

15. The State Constitution currently specifies that laws enacted “for the purpose of increasing revenues” must be approved by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature. Under current practice, a law that increases the amount of taxes charged to some taxpayers but offers an equal (or larger) reduction in taxes for other taxpayers has been viewed as not increasing revenues. As such, it can be approved by a majority vote of the Legislature.

16. Proposition 26 specifies that state laws that result in any taxpayer paying a higher tax must be approved by two-thirds of each house of the Legislature.

Historical Perspective:

17. For example, earlier this year a state lawmaker proposed a tax hike on alcohol (a 1,060% increase on beer, 2,560% increase on wine and 516% increase on hard liquor), and called it a "mitigation fee" in an attempt to pass it on a majority vote rather than a two-thirds vote. 

18. There also have been numerous attempts to increase local taxes on vehicles by disguising them as "fees."

Arguments in Support

19. Proponents of the Proposition 26 have dubbed the measure as the “Hidden Taxes Initiative” and state that for years, state and local politicians have been using a loophole in the law to raise taxes by disguising them as “fees” – circumventing the Constitutional requirements for passing taxes on goods like food, gas, cell phones, and even emergency services – which have added billions of dollars in higher costs that consumers pay.

Arguments in Opposition

20. The California Tax Reform Association is one of "an array of good-government and environmental groups, who see the latest proposal (Proposition 26) as simply a vast corporate loophole and further contend that companies cloak themselves as the defenders of jobs and fairness, when in fact they are gaming the system to maximize profits.

Supporting (Partial Listing)












The following organizations have signed onto the “Stop the Hidden Taxes” Coalition, which opposes Proposition 25 and supports Proposition 26.

California Chamber of Commerce

California Taxpayers’ Association

American GI Forum of California

American Rental Association

Americans for Prosperity

Americans for Tax Reform

Anaheim Chamber of Commerce

Association of California Life and Health Insurance Companies

California Association of Business, Property and Resource Owners (CABPRO)

California Automotive Wholesalers’ Association

California Beer & Beverage Distributors

California Black Chamber of Commerce

California Business Alliance

California Business Properties Association

California Business Roundtable

California Cable & Telecommunications Association (CCTA)

California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association

California Delta Chambers & Visitor’s Bureau

California Distributors Association

California Forestry Association

California Grocers Association

California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce

California Hotel & Lodging Association

California Landscape Contractors Association

California League of Food Processors

California Manufacturers & Technology Association

California Metals Coalition

California Restaurant Association

California Retailers Association

California Service Station & Automotive Repair Association

California Small Brewers Association

California Taxpayer Protection Committee

California Trucking Association

Cambodian-American Chamber of Commerce

Central Solano Citizen/Taxpayer Group

Chemical Industry Council of California

Chino Valley Chamber of Commerce

Citizens for California Reform

Coalition of Labor, Agriculture & Business of Santa Barbara County

Contra Costa Taxpayers Association

Dana Point Chamber of Commerce

Family Winemakers of California

Greater Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association

Industrial Environmental Association

Inland Empire Taxpayers Association

Korean American Grocers Association

Latin Business Association

Los Angeles Metro Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Milpitas Chamber of Commerce

National Federation of Independent Business – California

National Taxpayers Union

Neighborhood Market Association

Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce

Nicaraguan-American Chamber of Commerce, Northern California

Nisei Farmers League

North Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Orange County Taxpayers Association

Oxnard Chamber of Commerce

Pleasant Hill Taxpayers Association

Pomona Chamber of Commerce

Redlands Chamber of Commerce

Regional Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Sacramento Asian American Minority, Inc.

Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

San Diego County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

San Diego Tax Fighters

Santa Barbara Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Santa Clara Chamber of Commerce

Santa Maria Valley Wine Country

Small Business Action Committee

South Bay Latino Chamber of Commerce

Temecula Valley Winegrowers Association

The Wine Group

Valley Industry & Commerce Association

Valley Taxpayer’s Coalition

Ventura County Taxpayers Association

Western Agricultural Processors Association

Western Home Furnishings Association

Wine Institute

Opposing (Partial Listing)












California Tax Reform Association

Health Access California
Taxpayers Against Protecting Polluters

ACTION
AGENDA ITEM 3
Government Affairs Committee

September 10, 2010
Governor’s Budget Reform Proposal
Presentation by

Jeremy Madison Harris

Director of Government Affairs
Recommended Position


Review the Governor’s Budget Reform Proposal outline and consider issuing a statement of support.
INFORMATION
AGENDA ITEM 4
Government Affairs Committee

September 10, 2010

Current Legislative Positions
Presentation by

Jeremy Madison Harris

Director of Government Affairs
State Legislation
AB 89 Torlakson (D) Taxation: Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Imposes an additional excise tax on the distribution of cigarettes, and requires a dealer or wholesaler to file a return with the State Board of Equalization showing the number of cigarettes in his or her possession 90 days after the effective date of the bill. Provides that revenues collected would be deposited in the Tobacco Excise Tax Account, and would be allocated for certain education-, health-, and child-related purposes.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2009 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 04/28/2009

AB 109
Feuer (D) Outdoor Advertising

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Amends the Outdoor Advertising Act. Prohibits an advertising display that is visible from a highway from being constructed as, or converted or altered into a digital advertising display unless it complies with a permitting process; prohibits an official highway changeable message sign from being constructed or altered into a digital advertising display for the purpose of displaying messages other than traffic operations. Prohibits application of supergraphics to exterior building walls.

Position:
Oppose 04/28/2009

AB 141 Tran (R) Employment: Working Hours

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40-hour workweek, and allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement of the Department of Industrial Relations to enforce this provision and adopt regulations.

NOTES:
 Calchamber 2009 Job Creator

Position:
Support 04/28/2009

AB 474 Blumenfield (D) Water Efficiency Improvements

STATUS:
Signed by the Governor
SUMMARY:


Authorizes the legislative body of any public agency to designate an area within which authorized city officials and free and willing property owners may enter into contractual assessments to finance the installation of water efficiency improvements that are permanently fixed to real property. Requires the body to perform additional record keeping duties. Requires specified notice to any entity providing water or energy within the boundaries of the proposed area.

Position:
Support 08/14/2009
AB 482 Mendoza (D) Employment: Credit Reports

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Prohibits an employer, with the exception of certain financial institutions, from obtaining a consumer credit report for employment purposes unless the information is substantially job-related and the position of the person for whom the report is sought is a position in the state Department of Justice, a managerial position, that of a sworn peace officer or other law enforcement position or a position for which the information contained in the report is required to be obtained by the employer.

Position:
Oppose 06/11/2010

AB 793 Jones (D) Employment: Discrimination

STATUS:
Vetoed

SUMMARY:


Specifies when a cause of action for unlawful discrimination or unlawful employment practice with respect to compensation accrues for determining whether a complaint was filed within statutory deadlines.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2009 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 08/14/2009

AB 898 Lieu (D) Documents: Notaries Public: Solicitations

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Provides that it is unlawful for a nongovernmental entity to solicit funds or information by mail, electronic message, or Internet Web site that contains and emblem or content that could be interpreted or construed a connection with any form of government, unless certain conditions are met. Makes using certain words in any offering for performance by a assessment reduction filing service untrue and misleading. Updates the provisions of existing law that regulate the duties performed by notaries public.

Position:
Support 05/14/2010

AB 943 Mendoza (D) Employment: Credit Reports

STATUS:
Vetoed

SUMMARY:


Prohibits an employer, with the exception of certain financial institutions, from obtaining a consumer credit report for employment purposes unless specified conditions apply.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2009 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 07/10/2009

AB 1019 Beall (D) Alcohol-Related Services Program

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Establishes the Alcohol-Relates Services Program and related fund. Authorizes the State Board of Equalization to assess and collect specified fees from every person who is engaged in business in this state and sells alcoholic beverages or resale. Requires the fees be deposited into the fund. Appropriates those moneys for the alcohol-related services programs established under this legislation. Authorizes establishing, contracting, or grants for the establishment of services under the program.

Position:
Oppose 04/28/2009

AB 1366 Feuer (D) Residential Self-Regenerating Water Softeners

STATUS:
Signed by the Governor
SUMMARY:


Authorizes any local agency that owns or operates a community sewer system or water recycling facility within specified areas of the state to take action, by ordinance or resolution, after a public hearing, to control salinity inputs from residential self-regenerating water softeners to protect the quality of the waters of the state under a specified condition.

Position:
Oppose 09/11/2009
AB 1594 Huber (D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: Peripheral Canal

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Prohibits the construction of a peripheral canal that conveys water from a diversion point in the Sacramento River to a location south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, unless expressly authorized by the Legislature. Requires the Legislative Analyst's Office to complete an economic feasibility analysis prior to the enactment of a statute authorizing the construction of a peripheral canal. Prohibits such canal from diminishing or negatively affecting the water supplies or rights in the watershed.

Position:
Oppose 03/12/2010

AB 1846 Perez V (D) Environment: Expedited Environmental Review

STATUS:
Signed by the Governor
SUMMARY:


Requires that an environmental analysis be performed for a rule or regulation that requires the installation of pollution control equipment or a performance standard or treatment requirement adopted pursuant to the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 including rules requiring the installation of pollution control equipment. Authorizes the use of the focused environmental impact report for a project regarding the installation of such equipment that reduces greenhouse gases pursuant to the act.

Position:
Support 06/11/2010

AB 1881 Monning (D) Recovery of Wages: Liquidated Damages

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Amends existing law that provides that the court may award liquidated damages to an employee equal to the amount of wages unlawfully unpaid, plus interest in a court action to recover wages unpaid in violation of the minimum wage set by the Industrial Welfare Commission. Increases the amount of liquidated damages that may be awarded to an employee to twice the amount of the wages unlawfully unpaid, plus interest.

Position:
Oppose 07/09/2010

AB 1998 Brownley (D) Solid Waste: Single Use Carryout Bags

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Repeals at-store recycling programs for single-use carryout bags and the provision preempting local regulatory action. Prohibits certain stores from providing a single-use carryout bag to a customer. Requires those stores to provide reusable bags that meet certain criteria and to make them available for purchase. Requires bag producer fees. Relates to civil penalties for violations. Appropriates funds for grants and loans for jobs in the manufacture and recycling of plastic bags that use recycled material.

Position:
Oppose 08/13/2010

AB 2138 Chesbro (D) Product Management: Single-use Recyclable Packaging

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Enacts the Plastic Ocean Pollution Reduction, Recycling, and Composting Act. Prohibits a food provider from distributing a disposal food service packaging or a single-use carryout bag unless the packaging or bag meets the criteria for either compostable packaging or recyclable packaging for composting or recovered for recycling at a rate of 25 percent or more.

Position:
Oppose 05/14/2010

AB 2187 Arambula (I) Employment: Payment of Wages

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Creates a prohibition against a person or an employer who, having the ability to pay, willfully fails to pay all wages due to an employee who has been discharged or who has quit within certain number of days of the date of the wages becoming due, unless exempted. Imposes additional criminal penalties for that conduct. Requires restitution of unpaid wages to the arieved employee.

Position:
Oppose 07/09/2010

AB 2492 Ammiano (D) Property Taxation: Change in Ownership

STATUS:
Failed; pending discussion during budget negotiations
SUMMARY:


Relates to the applicability of property tax laws in circumstances where the transfer of ownership interests in , or residential property results in a change in ownership of the property owned by that entity. Specifies that when a specified percentage of ownership interest in a legal entity are sold or transferred in a single transaction, the real property owned by that legal entity has change ownership whether or not any one legal entity acquires more than a specified percentage of ownership.

Position:
Oppose 05/14/2010

ACA 8 Jeffries (R) Meetings of the Legislature

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Proposes an amendment to the Constitution to require a house or committee of the Legislature to post an agenda containing a description of each item to be considered, including items to be considered in closed session. Prohibits matters not on the agenda. Requires public disclosure of a writing provided to members of a house or a committee in connection with the consideration of agenda items. Provides an opportunity for members of the public to address the committee. Requires to bill passage rules.

Position:
Support 03/24/2009

ACA 30 Jeffries (R) Lieutenant Governor: Elimination of Office

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the State. Eliminates the position of Lieutenant Governor and transfers the specified duties of the that office to the Secretary of State. Provides that the Secretary of State is the President of the Senate, but votes in that body only for tie-breaking situations. Requires the Secretary of State to become Governor, should that position become vacant.

Position:
Support 05/14/2010

ACA 31 Jeffries (R) Floor Sessions: Appropriate Hours

STATUS:
Pending

SUMMARY:


Proposes an amendment to the State Constitution that would prohibit a house of the Legislature from meeting in floor session other than between the hours of 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. unless doing so is necessary to consider legislation relating to an emergency created by a natural disaster. Provides that any legislation passed by a house during a floor session occurring outside of those hours that is not emergency-based would have no effect.

Position:
Support 05/14/2010

SB 39 Benoit (R) Personal Liability Immunity: Disaster Service Workers

STATUS:
Signed by the Governor
SUMMARY:


Provides that disaster service workers shall not be liable for civil damages on account of personal injury to or death to any person or property when acting within the scope of their responsibilities under the authority of the governmental emergency organization.

Position:
Support 04/28/2009

SB 187 Benoit (R) Employment: Working Hours

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40-hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to enforce such provisions and adopt regulations.

NOTES:
 Calchamber 2009 Job Creator

Position:
Support 04/28/2009

SB 518 Lowenthal A (D) Building Standards: Graywater

STATUS:
Original Bill Failed/Gut and Amended; To Governor

SUMMARY:


Requires the State Building Standards Commission, as part of the next triennial edition of the State Building Standards Code adopted after a specified date, to adopt standards for the construction, installation, and alteration of graywater systems for indoor and outdoor uses in nonresidential occupancies. Terminates the authority of the Department of Water Resources to adopt such standards upon adoption of the standards by the commission.

Position:
Oppose 03/12/2010 (Original Bill); Chamber has does not have a position on the new bill language.
SB 558 DeSaulnier (D) Alcohol Abuse Treatment Program Fund

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Establishes the Alcohol Abuse Treatment Program Fund. Authorizes the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to assess and collect a fee per drink from every person who is engaged in business in the state and sells alcoholic beverages for resale. Requires the fees to be placed in the fund to be used for alcohol abuse programs established pursuant to this legislation. Authorizes the Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs to establish, or contract or provide grants for specified actions regarding abuse.

Position:
Oppose 04/28/2009

SB 600 Padilla (D) Cigarette and Tobacco Products Taxes

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Amends Cigarette and Tobacco Products Tax Law. Imposes an additional tax on the distribution of cigarettes. Requires a dealer wholesaler to file a return with the Board of Equalization showing the number of cigarettes in his or her possession. Requires funds to be transferred to the Children and Families First Trust Fund, the Hospital Service Account, the Physician service Account and the Breast Cancer Fund.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2009 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 04/28/2009

SB 657 Steinberg (D) Human Trafficking

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Creates the Transparency in Supply Chains Act. Requires retail sellers and manufacturers doing business in the state to disclose their efforts to eradicate slavery and human trafficking from their direct supply chains for tangible goods offered for sale. Provides an exemption for a retail seller or manufacturer having less than a certain amount in worldwide gross receipts. Require the Franchise Tax Board to make available to the Attorney General a list of retail businesses required to disclose such efforts.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2010 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 03/12/2010

SB 810 Leno (D) Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Establishes the State Healthcare System to be administered by the newly created State Healthcare Agency under the control of a Healthcare Commissioner appointed by the Governor. Makes all residents eligible for specified health care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health care services provided through the system and pay claims for them. Extends the application of insurance fraud laws to providers of services and products under the system.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2009 Job Killer

Position:
Oppose 03/12/2010

SB 967 Correa (D) Public Contracts: Recovery and Reinvestment Act

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Requires a state agency that accepts bids or proposals for contracts for goods or services, exceeding a specified amount, or for the distribution of funds pursuant to the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to provide a preference percentage to a business that directly provides the goods or services when a specified percentage of the business' employees performing work on the contract reside in the state. Provides exemptions from these requirements.

Position:
Oppose 06/11/2010

SB 1010 Correa (D) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

STATUS:
Failed
SUMMARY:


Enacts the California Environmental Quality act Litigation Protection Pilot Program. Requires the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to select projects that meet specified requirements from specified regions for each calendar year. Exempts from judicial review a lead agency's decision to certify the EIR of, or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial study for selected projects.

NOTES:
AB 1805 (Calderon) is the same bill in the Assembly; Failed
Position:
Support 03/12/2010

SB 1304 DeSaulnier (D) Employment: Leave and Benefits

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Requires private employers to permit employees to take paid leaves of absence for organ and bone marrow donation. Requires a private employer to restore an employee returning from leave for organ or bone marrow donation to the same position held by the employee. Prohibits a private employer from interfering with an employee taking such leave and retaliating against an employee for taking such leave or opposing an unlawful practice related to such leave. Creates a right of action for an arieved employee.

Position:
Oppose 08/13/2010

SB 1335
 Cox (R) Employment: Working Hours

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40-hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to enforce this provisions and adopt regulations.

NOTES:
Calchamber 2010 Job Creator

Exec_Comm_Vote:
Support 03/26/2010

SB 1474 Steinberg (D) Labor Representatives: Elections

STATUS:
To Governor

SUMMARY:


Authorizes the Agricultural Labor Relations Board, under specified circumstances, to set aside an election by the employees of an agricultural bargaining unit where there has been misconduct by the employer affecting the outcome of the election and to certify a labor organization as the exclusive bargaining representative for a bargaining unit if the organization had previously presented the board with authorization cards signed by more than 50% of the employees in that bargaining unit.

Position:
Oppose 05/14/2010

SB 5 f Hollingsworth (R) Sales and Use Tax exclusion: trade-in motor vehicle

STATUS:
Failed; Likely to be included in budget negotiations
SUMMARY:


Amends the Sales and Use Tax Law to exclude from the terms gross receipts and sales price the value of a motor vehicle traded in for a new motor vehicle, including a new motorcycle, if the value of the trade-in is separately stated on the new motor vehicle invoice or bill of sale.

Position:
Support 05/14/2010

SB 66 h Cox (R) Employment: Working Hours

STATUS:
Failed

SUMMARY:


Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40-hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation. Requires the Division of Labor standards Enforcement to enforce this provision and adopt regulations.

Exec_Comm_Vote:
Support 02/22/2010
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