Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Garden Grove Community Meeting Center

Founders Room

11300 Stanford Ave. 

Garden Grove, CA 92840
Friday, December 11, 2009
7:30am

AGENDA

Presiding: 
Dr. Les Malo, 2009 GAC Chair
Welcome and Introductions

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair’s Report
Recent Action

· Chamber Supports New Metering Technology

Agenda Items

1. Approval of November 2009 Minutes 





ACTION

2. Federal Legislation


 




ACTION

A. H.R. 3446 [Richardson, Laura (D – CA)] Clean Low-Emission Authorization Nationwide (CLEAN) Ports Act of 2009
B. H.R. 3447 [Richardson, Laura (D – CA)] Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Reform Act

3. Advocacy Web Site Presentation: www.GardenGroveAdvocacy.biz 

PRESENTATION
Legislators Report

· Congressional Members Rohrabacher, Royce, and Sanchez

· State Senators Harmon and Correa

· Assembly Members Silva, Van Tran and Solorio

· OC Supervisor Nguyen

· City of Garden Grove

Announcements

Adjourn

RECENT ACTION

Government Affairs Committee
December 11, 2009

December 2009

Chamber Supports New Metering Technology


The Garden Grove Chamber is supporting The Gas Company’s proposal to automate meter reading that will reduce costs to the customer and the utility.

The system, known as Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), needs the approval of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). AMI offers benefits such as improving customer privacy, security and convenience; enhancing meter reading/billing accuracy; and, improving air quality by removing the utility’s company vehicles from the road. It also will bring tens of millions of dollars of work to Southern California.

“Other utilities have already received approval from the CPUC for similar technologies. This is a new technology that will benefit all users within The Gas Company’s service area,” stated Dr. Les Malo, Chair of the Garden Grove Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee. “The Gas Company’s proposal is one that will allow the utility to remain competitive and offer its customers with more accurate and timely gas usage information,” continued Malo.
The Chamber believes that the AMI system is an important piece of technology. The system will allow usage information online to customers, so they can better understand how they are using energy and can make behavior changes to save energy and money. The decision by the CPUC can pave the way for a more efficient, sustainable and consumer friendly energy market throughout our area.

ACTION

AGENDA ITEM 1

Government Affairs Committee
December 11, 2009
Approval of November 2009 Minutes

Garden Grove Chamber Of Commerce

Government Affairs Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2009
Committee Members Present:
Larry Dick, Errol Giuliano, Joe Hammer, Harry Krebs, Dr. Les Malo, Scott Smith, 




Sharon Sunda, Sandy Thomas, Mallory Vega, Larry Valenti 

Staff: 



Connie Margolin, Jeremy Harris
Absent: 



Dominic Acolino, Richard Fissel and Maggie Wells

Call to Order and Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance, and self-introductions followed. 

Agenda Items

Dr. Les Malo called the meeting to order at 7:35 a.m. Harry Krebs moved to accept the minutes of the October 9th meeting, Mallory Vega seconded the motion, motion carried.

Dr. Malo introduced Christina Byrne, Outreach Manager for OCTA who made a presentation regarding the West County Connectors Project. The Project was initiated to link high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes/carpool lanes on the San Diego Freeway (1-405) with those on the Garden Grove Freeway (SR-22) and San Gabriel River Freeway (I-605) to create a seamless HOV connection among the three freeways.  The GAC Committee discussed the impact of the possible closures on businesses in the west side of the city.

Jeremy Madison Harris then presented an update on legislation regarding water and the Delta.  Several bills that were passed including the following:

1) Increased storage will make our water supply more reliable year to year

2) Improved local water conveyance will reduce water shortages

3) A restored Delta ecosystem will allow California to take control of its own water systems.

4) Groundwater levels will be conducted to help better manage our water supply.  The package also invests in groundwater clean-up ridding it of chemicals and other contaminants.

5) Conservation included in the bill package includes a strong focus on conservation – establishing a statewide target to reduce urban per capita water use by 10% by 2015 and 20% by 2020

6) The $11.1 bullion bond passed by the legislature and signed by the Governor will go to the voters for approval on the November 2010 ballot.

Larry Dick updated the Committee on possible actions after the “special session” concludes.

Mr. Harris asked the Committee to look over the draft of the 2009 vote records of our elected officials.  The completed vote record will be included in our Chamber’s Communicator.

Reports from our elected official’s representatives:

Young Kim representing Congressman Ed Royce reported on the legislation to establish a Consumer Financial Protection Agency.  Congressman Royce is very opposed to this legislation that will weaken our regulatory model and increase costs for consumers.

Dave Everett, district director to Assemblyman Van Tran supplied the Committee copies of “Tran’s Tidbits”, and answered questions about upcoming legislation.

Dr. Malo adjourned the meeting at 8:51a.m.  The next scheduled meeting is December 11th.

ACTION
AGENDA ITEM 2

Government Affairs Committee
December 11, 2009
Federal Legislation
Presentation by
Jeremy Madison Harris

Director of Government Affairs

H.R. 3446 [Richardson, Laura (D – CA)] Clean Low-Emission Authorization Nationwide (CLEAN) Ports Act of 2009

Recommended Position


Support

Summary

1. H.R. 3446 provides for a competitive program making grants to seaport governing bodies for the acquisition of fuel efficient and low-emission equipment and systems at port facilities.

Background
2. The Secretary of Transportation shall develop and administer competitive grants for seaport governing bodies, including harbor commissions and port authorities.

3. The following stipulations are required for a seaport governing body in order to be eligible for a grant:

a. Demonstrate to the Secretary the need for the grant;

b. Demonstrate how the funding will be used;

c. Specify what environmental, air quality, and fuel use reduction benefits will result from the project for which the funding is sought; and

d. Specify how the programs or equipment will work, including the amount of the grant funding that would be distributed to each project. 

4. The following stipulates how the funds can be used:

a. Maritime Purposes

i. The purchase of low-sulfur burning fuels to be used within a 40 mile radius of seaports.

ii. The purchase of smokestack filtration systems to be used on vessel smokestacks while at berth.

iii. The purchase of `Cold-ironing or Ship-to-Shore' electrical power equipment to plug into vessels while at berth.

iv. The purchase of hybrid tug boats.

b. On-dock Transportation

i. The building or expansion of preexisting on-dock rail systems.

ii. The purchase of low-emission rail yard locomotives.

iii. The purchase or retrofit of fuel efficient or low-carbon emitting port vehicles such as trucks, forklifts, and front-end loaders.

iv. The purchase of diesel-electric container yard cranes.

c. Research and Development

i. Up to 10 percent of the amounts appropriated for carrying out this section may be used to fund research and development of fuel efficient port vehicle or vessel technologies that: reduce carbon dioxide emissions; increase fuel efficiency in local port fleets; and lead to the increased production of fuel efficient or clean vehicles from the American manufacturing industry.
d. Monitoring Equipment

i. The purchase or retrofitting of preexisting air monitoring equipment that measures the level of air pollution such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, and carbon monoxide in and around ports.

5. The Secretary of Transportation shall develop an application process for grants within 120 days after the date of enactment of H.R. 3446.

Status

6. H.R. 3446 was introduced on 7/31/2009 and on 8/5/2009 referred to House subcommittee on Technology and Innovation.

Arguments in Support

7. According to the author’s office: “H.R. 3446 will ensure Long Beach and Los Angeles Ports are not financially at a disadvantage with our nation-wide counterparts as they implement long needed actions that will improve the health of our communities.  It will also help our economy because many of these proven and effective technologies are developed and manufactured right here in the United States.”

Arguments in Opposition

8. No public opposition could be obtained as of 11/05/2009.

Supporting


None on file

Opposing


None on file

H.R. 3447 [Richardson, Laura (D – CA)] Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Reform Act

Recommended Position


Support

Summary

1. H.R. 3447 would alter the funding system for the Trust Fund by taking the spending power out of the hands of Congress.  H.R. 3447 will allow the funding to be used entirely and without delay by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for dredging of America’s harbors.

Background

2. The Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund exists due to the establishment of the Harbor Maintenance Tax in 1986 as a way to generate revenue to offset the costs of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for dredging and maintaining America’s harbors.

3. The tax revenue that goes into the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund currently generates approximately $1.4 billion each year. 

4. Funding for dredging projects is subject to the Congressional appropriations process and only about $700 million of the revenue collected each year is spent on harbor maintenance.

5. A current surplus of $4.7 billion is not being spent on maintaining and dredging harbors, instead the surplus revenue is being used to offset the federal deficit.

6. Several reasons as stated by the author’s office for using the remaining surplus for continued maintenance of the harbors:

a. Vessels are increasing in tonnage, requiring deeper drafts and making the dredging of America’s harbors vital to keep America’s ports globally competitive. 

b. According to the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission, imports through West Coast ports alone are predicted to grow as high as 183 percent by 2035, while imports through the remaining ports are projected to grow by 48 percent.

c. Businesses throughout the United States are suffering as many of our nation’s harbors are inadequately dredged, creating the need to use smaller and less cost effective vessels to access American markets. 

d. Ports and municipalities are utilizing sparse resources on dredging instead of spending on transportation infrastructure or health and education programs.  

Status

7. H.R. 3447 was introduced on 7/31/2009 and on 8/3/2009 referred to House subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. 

Arguments in Support

8. According to the author’s office, H.R. 3447 would alter the funding system for the Trust Fund by taking the spending power out of the hands of Congress and allow the funding to be used entirely and without delay by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as intended.  

9. Local communities and port authorities will no longer be forced to set aside sparse infrastructure or operating funds on dredging, and our harbors and ports will be properly maintained, thereby keeping America globally competitive.

Arguments in Opposition

10. No public opposition could be obtained as of 11/05/2009.
Supporting

None on file

Opposing

None on file

PRESENTATION
AGENDA ITEM 3

Government Affairs Committee
December 11, 2009
Advocacy Web Site Presentation: www.GardenGroveAdvocacy.biz
Presentation by

Jeremy Madison Harris
Director of Government Affairs
Summary
Staff will present the new GardenGroveAdvocacy.biz web site.
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